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Whose eyes are hindled by the mystlc Sun

And sund 11 freed from reaton’s tyranm

I hose Ife is dedicated (o the One

And heart < in Jove with 1 ove s moon minvirelsy



FOREWORD

First Shrutangaly  then Premanjal and Sudhanyali ,
»w comes Deepanjaly — of Indira Dev:
She sings
On the censer of my heart 1 have
Now kundled my lamps of love
(Hnridayakr thals men mane
har prema ko deepa jalaya)

The offering of these lamps are at the feet of the
vergreen One can only propitiate Him by offering back
» Him His own gift of hght For 1snt the joy of giving
{so a mft of Mis? Or shall we say that this also 15 He
{imself

In the devotes the Dinne resudes
The twawn are one O friend !

(Bhakatan men Bhagaven vase ree
eka bhakate Bhagaran)

Whose offering 1s this 7 Indiras or Miras ? None
an tell  anyone who 1s acquainted with Miras 1diom
11l have to agree that there 15 no difference between the
vo — hoth pessess the rmg and cadence of the same me
sdy  'The difference between the two personalities 1s but

difference of hlt and joy of the same consciousnesses —
rom age to age one only evolves into a richer mamfesta
ion through the other

Nabhapt the author of Bhaktamal has defined Mira
ery sumply as

Sadars gopin prema pragat
kaliyuga ke dikhayo
That 18
In this kah yuge Mira has mamfested once again the
verlasting Love of the Gopis for Knishna
Indeed we bear witness here once more fo an out
lowermg of the same Love
- L *

The Vaishnava claims that Love 1s the fifth purushar
ha* thatis desideratum  even the hberated self fulfilled
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Sage sails on towards Him on the tides of Love for *
own sake — ghatud prem  And once you graw to b
Him you can have no longing left for dharma, artha, ko7
and moksha — for then you jearn for Him and
alone *
It say not a word, I'll ask for naught :
Serrow nor hapmness
11 seek but His feet to kiss
I'll gne euay my self and oll
And stay everlastingly His

{Kuch boloon ne kuch méagoon nd
man caranan sanga lag jdun :
mamn dukhe sulcha eka manaun @
main tana mana dhana saba beca dun ree,
bas prabhukee main ho janun)
* - =
Power nor hiberation, glory ror fame ”
13 sought by the blessed who love and long to be bt
They seek not the senses’ joy, nor would fain clart

Even Nirran’s ttmeless and flawless bliss
(Prem: na mage mukatee shalatee,
mage ang na man
Bhoga na mage, moksha na mage
mage na nwrvan)

None can say whence arises this mystic longing, L
overwhelming aspiration for self surrender
His Love 1s e fire no deeps can teme,
Destany 1who can quell ?
To dye me wt His own colour He came .
How could the world prevail ¢
(Preeta na baskee bata sakhee ree,
honee thee o hoee,
Ranga hiyo prabhune range apne
ab kya karegd hoee ?)

* There sre four primat values (purusharthas) dhorms (30
tusbity) artha (wealth), Xama (devires) mnd moksha (Libesati®
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What 15 it In Him that made her forget everything —
how ean she explun 7 1t 18 not His plemtude or opulence
that subdued her but His divine sweetness

I satc Hun not as the God of gods
Who doth our world sustain §
He came wath Hus Flute and T hadled Hym as
my heart’s one Lord and Swmn,
Lotely His words and lovely His eyes
and lovely the mght @ He smils
Beauty from erery hmb — uath eyory
Uit my bfe He thnlls

And immediately —
He cust a spell, friend, on my soul
When He came His troth to phight
And oJl wy chasus, Jo, fell auoy
And allusion, quelled, took flight

(Narayan matn delhyo nakeen,
na man jagets rekharya

Adhara muraliye le ayo man
dehhyo hrdaye-basaiya

(Madhura barna madlura nane madhure rmng ayd !
Madhura range madhura anga, medhure loy sungys !
Moo ligo mana et ree, mang moka Nyo Gindharce !
Chuta goya saba bandhann pala men
moh maye suba hiree 1}
She never reached for iberation — 1t eame of itself —
and she found 1t 1n His twining arms enfolding her to His
breast
And this 13 love — causeless resistless His own
mud and bride had Iived yoked to her native world of self
and bondage with not 1 care 1n the world Byt then all at
once what transpired * —
Haork hark friend to His Flute, oh how
He plays 1t hauntingly !
On the Jumna s bank, oh hark t¢ s
enthrallmg melody !
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(Suna suna of m1fomyd Linsaree ! i
rvanaghata ypara of bajévate hai !

Suna modhien madhvrgsee tdna ree !
YamunZ Ie ghita e dvata hai 2)

And then how evinything changed fn o flash —+
nothing wax the same thereafter 3 «
My heart ta on winga, for He, my Love,
Hax come, my Allan-all *
Whe dare told me nne 1 hate heard,
Friend, I1s reaistices eall ¥

(Aju ralhce, mang tyiheds mera
Manamokana Lahin drate hai f

Kot na rokanakira eakhee, abo
Shyimala rujhe bulivata hai 1)

And 80 began the Abhisir — the Love's Journey ¢
knows no end — along the woodland path or shall we!
the Soul's Ascent — the Path strewn v ith flowers of
and thorns of pain the Path that scems to have not
mius '

I'm not myself, O Friend, I Lave
Gone mad, stit longing for Him.

(Sakhee ree, mam {o prema-divdnee
Shyama pe barar: hoce)

For the one who has, alas, once started on the W

to Him ean hark back no more !
How derchet 1 am, behold,
For I loieq thy lotelncss -
I cannot pause nor break my chains,
Nor turn from thee my Face #
(Prabhu, tumq 2anga preeta lagale bhayee
Yeh Rawsee dashg hamaree 3
Né torka sakun, ng chorha sakuy,
mukh morka sakun na, Murar 1)
Sometimes she feels :
I hare attained to Ham, my Shyam,
I'm blessed Ham to attarn,
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(Shyama piyo ree sokhi,
man Shydma payo ree ')
but alas, next moment she finds He has melted away into
thin ar
I became at last a derelict,
Searching for Him m vawn !

{Khorata khojata bhayee bhararee
Milwo nd Gindharee /)
The Seer of the Upamishad also said :
“I chanced upon His clue,
tt flashed and then vamshed [’
(Tasye esha adeshah, vidyute vyadyuiad o,
nyamimeeshad )
Anqd then the heart grows dark with love’s grievance
and she pleads
Go, friend 1 tell my Beloved : mey He
Torment me thus no more :
If He would starre my eyes, let Hun
Not knock at my heart’s door.

(J& ree sakht, Shydmalse hah de ¢
ab vo mana bharamaye na ¢
Nanon se jo dura rohe to
‘mane men bhee vo aye na)
th tBﬂt alas, 15 1t so easy to forget Him like this — seerng
2
He presudes, the Peerless, 1 my eyes,
In every pore of mine !
(Roma rome men bas gayo Mohan,
ftana base Banarary)
And so she adjures again
But no no friend, stay ! nor complamn,
Love for loves sake doth bear all pain,
‘Tis blessed to yearn for Him m vawn
Accept I must what He'll ordawn.
(NG nd 71 sakhee, kuch ni hahang,
Hota hat prema men sab sahand,
Viraha to prema ha th gakana,
Jis hala men rakhe mmn rahane)
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For this {2 alas, the nature of love
If the boat race t delqht,
The oars but ply n pan !
If the lyre tibrates mn goy
The cadence 18 sorrow agam !
(Jo sul b 1 ee har narya
to patrara duhh kee !
Jo sulh Lee har 1eena,
to jhantara duhk kee !)

And then ? A day comes to put a term to this poignant
paun this heart-burning — when the self-conscious flame
burns luminously kv ward {n unison with the sun glory
of the cosmic coneciousness And then
Lord ' what g 1wathout and what 8 within # When thee,

My heart s one Lord 1wherever I looh I see !

( hya bakar Lya andar
Jwdhar main ne dehha tumhen Notha paya ')

And then thou pervadest the world and I become but

thy form s gleam at one with thee

Il Lote as the Jumna s 1aves
But cling to her bank for thy Grace,
And when as moon thoult rise in sty
11t mirror thy lovehness
(Taranga ko joun Yamunz hee
liptee rahun kanere
Canda ban ao tum Molana
darpana banun man Pyare 1)
Or
If thou wish Lord 1d change into a wstful lLttle star,
And tiwmlling wart on Hll at ere I phimpse thee from afar
(Bolo to chofa sa tara ho  joun Gindhary !
Sanjha ke bele ghilmil Rarke delhun raha tthart)
Or
If thou wouldst be a bird my soul
Or a flower my Lord to greet



DEEPANJALL * IX

Or the Jumna's mpples to purl round Hum
Or the dust to kiss His feet
(Panehes ko jate mana merd
phula 10 ho jdve
Neera 30 ho jate Yamund &d .
dhooli jo ho jave)
Then, O Beloved ymne | how walt thou stay anay from
me, T ask thee
Thou wnit depart 2 [ shall not let thee go :
11 chase thee 1w the guise of clond end wnd,
On thy trad, Love, as thine oun shadow and so
Thow never shalt eseape, Elusne Friend !
(Jeoge tum Hen, jane na dungee
Pavgne barungee, meha banungee,
Hokar chayd satha rafiungee
Tum ja na sakoge, Murary ?
Hamen chorha ke Muralidhar)

Her plaints are now at an end, for doesn’t she known
° Milrons, frad and fechless lhe me ward
On earth « thou art the one Lord nonpared ¢
(Mujhasce abala lahhon Prabhujt '
Tumse Natha ng hoee ')
And 50 He 1n Grace, has ordamed that
When the Deep ensouls the droplet,
The droplet becomes the Decp

(Jab sagara boonda samace,
vindoo smdhoo hoee)

And then 7 Can you stili ask — when Viston and
Love 8ky and Ocean have coalesced 7 Can anythng re
main there to be achieved—after this Iast C tion 7

But nay, something remams still unacheved, for she
would not seek to put @f)the Laghts and ring down the

Curtam  She wll burld her Home on the Way where He
comes and goes

O lone flame or my heart. ! burn thou all mght *
For I have heard today
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That my Svain, the Evergreen, arrayed in light,
Wil pass, in Grace, thie 1oy,

(Deepala ! jalnd rirec rit
re deepaha | folnd sdree rit 2
Aja suni hai iz patha par ’
dyenge mere Nath)®
SRIMAT ANIRVAN
January 1960

HAIMAVATI
SHILLONG

. Tnmlnltd—.;r_om his original “DEEPANEE” (in Bengall) by
Dillp Kumar Roy.
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PREFACE

A thoughtful American friend of mine, a genuine as-
Pirant, wrote to me on December 10, 1959 from New York®
“I never think of Indira without experiencing an 1mme-
diate influx of strength and joy She knows this, but it
Thfts my heart just to put it into words” And then.
“I ook forward to the day when the knowledge and love
of God will be the rule and not, &s to-day, an exception n
human hearts  Stdl 1t 1s » privilege to live m the dark
end of this dark age and to learn, by the very terrors of
1ts absence, the single and overwhelming necessity to men
of pure love for the Lord”

It so happened that just at that time I was busy
translating some Mira-bhajans which Indira had dictated
and I was singing day after day in our temple-room So
1 wrote to my friend a long letter on these sopgs and thewr
deep import and lasting significance I feel I cannot do
better than give here an excerpt from this letter of mine
by way of preface

After first assuring my friend that Indira knew of
“the nflux of strength and joy” he feels, I added “She
knows many more things, besides which the learned not
only do not know, but do not even suspect that they don’t
know This I came to know myself only gradually as I
came to know her more and more and yet how lttle, -
deed do I know of her today in spite of having, all these
years, seen 1n her all that I have?’

One of these things that I saw 1n her 18 that in this age
of atheistic materialism she was sent te us from on high
to mspre us all with her songs testifying to the
deepest truths of the spiit  So I wrote to im  “You
know that Y value Indira's songts (by which I mean her
Mira bhajans) enormously Time and time agamm have
1 felt that they have come to us as divine gifts from above
with their vibrant message of light and love, pain and
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jearning, beauty and bliss Tomght T was translat-
ing a mystic novel of mine when Indira served me a cup
of coffec  Engrossed in my work, I did not, at the time,
notice her though she remained standing on my rght
Suddenly a friend of ours gently tapped me on my arm
1 started and lo, there she was standing, swaymg 1n her
samadht, completely absorbed mn a song Mira was smging
to her! Whenever she hears a Mira bhajan a pecular tell
tale shine on her rapt face gives her away and we whisper
to one another ‘She 1s 1n contact with Mira smging ©
After a fen minutes she came to and said, m a moved
voice — as 18 her wont  “I have heard a song, Dada'’
Then as she went on dictating the song with tears in her
eyes I became fascinated once agan by its beauty and
authentieity It was a flanless message of Jove Mira’s
world-oblivious love for Knishna I have translated the
song n the same metre and rhyme scheme as that of the
original  but I need hardly say that the translation 18
not adequate  a song so perfect 1n inspiration and techni-
que can only be conteyed through the medium via which
1t has come to wit Mira s own exqusite Hind:  But still,
something of its substance and movement 1f not beauty
and appeal may I feel be :magined by the discerming even
from my nadequate rendering That 15 why I give 1f
below (the onginal I am going to transhierate with
Roman letters — ¢ to be pronounced as ch)

Sakhi hauna aise aje ! -

Gagana taruna bhora jaise

Nayana prema lora jaise

Aye ye ata cora sise

Hridaya a samaye !

Sakhi madhura madhura murah adhara baje
Prabhu capala earana chanana chanana nice,
Kunja kunja Shyama ghoome,
Dala dala gala cume
Phoola phoola pathpe peeke
Heeye a breaye !
Sakhi, kauna aise aye !
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Sakhy, Har1 Murian hridi-bihanShyam !
Ye peeta dhiinn kunja cér1 Shyam !
Rish mun: bara 1sko dhydyen,
Bhakata 1ske gina gayen,
Janama Janama dis: Meera
Darasha 1she cahe !
Sakhy, kauna aise Aye !

Sakhi, bhahata-bachala atula ye kahive,
Ye catura mithura anta kauna péve ?
Sapana dekhen nayana )jaise,
Céinda aye rayana jaise,
Nirakha mrakha dekhe sabahi
Hitha na ye iye!
Sakh:, kauna ase aye !

“Now for my translation — by the way, we sing 1t m
exactly the same tune as in Hind: :

Oh Who comes to greet me, friend, now?
Even as the young dawn flush 1n the skies,
Even as the tears i love-rapt eyes,
Into my soul He steals, my Love!
My might of pain to end now!

How sweetly He plays His marvel Flute, my King
How aweet His Lit hark! how His anklets ring!
From grove to grove how He dances in bhss?
How the boughs 1n joy lean down Him to kiss®
How the buds their petals spread — His tender
Peet 1n thewr hearts to tend now!

“Tis He, O friend, who hails now me to redeem
My clouds’ one rammbow, my gloom's one Golden Gleam!
The Light adored of saints and sages,
The Love sung of by munstrels for ages,
On Him alone everlastingly,
Wil Mirs, His maid, depend now
Who comes to greet me, friend now!

O Thou, compassionate, peerless Lord of Grace!
So near and yet so far-off, fathomless'
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Even 29 the dream of rapture mn pain,
Even as the moon we reach for n vain,
Thou callest, O Ever-elusnve! and we
Cry back “In our hearts thou descend now!”

“This happened a few hours ago, this eseming Then I
went down to our temple-room where, before about a hund-
red devotees, I first recited the song and then explamned
its meaning  They were all deeply moved Next I sang
1t as my own offering ot the feet of our Lord when Indira
went 1nto a deep semadhi agrin! A beatific smile flickered
on her hps and, seeing that she would not be able to speak
now, I left her there and came upstairs to my room to
meditate But a few seconds later, she followed me, ac
companied by four devotees in her wonted state of mystic
ecstasy Then she went on repeating to me what it nas
she had seen 1n the temple-room 1n her semadh:  she had
seen Gopal Arishna tn everybody 1n the room! All were
He — ererything vas alwwe with Him —eachat joy! joy’

“As she related this experience in her half-trance,
she clapped her hands lke a child and then went
on describing ¥us exquisite beauty, the beauty which
was the theme of her latest song! Upon this I said that
I could well infer the Lord’s ravishing beauty from her
numerous songs, her Mira bhajans, which I prized above
everything else that had happened to her and us so far
Upon this she at once began, m her half trance, to talk
about the songs ‘People go on writing books, Dada,’ she
sard, ‘hbraries of books for the learned But Mira
never sang her songs  to be made nto such books te
impress the erndite Her songs were written with her
very lfeblood’ Here she paused and then resumed, 1n
a moved voice half-choked with tears ‘I composed these
songs because T loved Gopal and so when He went awav
I could only live by remembering that He had come to me
That 15 why my songs came Some people ask me  Why
do you keep talking about your Gopal all the time? I can
only answer * Because there 1s nothing else which I find
worth talking about *
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“Heré Indira’ phused and locked .at me fixedly :
“You see, Dada, she added, in 2 ‘halting voice, ‘only
He counts ... and ... and ... when He is there, all
all is bliss, But when He is not thére .... one can only
live én His memory. The present then becomes unbeara-
ble. .. that is why I live in the past when He was there‘as
also in the future when He will be there once again; .. for
life is but living death when He is absent. Do you under-
stand?. .. It is not to write books that I sing my songs. ¥
sing them because I have to.. _because I can only live by
Sir:ging His Name. Otherwise I die” ‘

“Ag she went on, simile after simile flowed from her
lips. At one point I asked her. who she was, personally. She
sad, in the same faltering voice : ‘L. 1.. whoamI? ...
Ido not know. I only know that this outer cast by which
Y.am known is not important. It is what comes through
me — my life and strivings, — sadhana — that is import-
ant. The rest is of no value.”

“She paused again and then went on : ‘Mother Ganges
flows down from the Himalayas. As she flows at different
points ., , her holy waters sanctify different towns and
villages which become famous as tirthas, places of pil-
grimage, dow't they? But what is it that turns drab, dusty
towns into tirthas? The Ganges-water 1sn°t it? Solsay:
what is important is this water which transforms every-
thing it touches into something holy, purifying, precious.
Haridvar, Prayag, Kashi and so many other tirthes are
touched into holiness by Mother Ganges because her sacred
waters do sanctify everything. Even so are the lives of
bhaktes, the devotees. Why do we venerate bhaktas-—
Utke Tulsidas, Suradas, Dadu or Mira? Because of their
:;V? for and devotion to the peerless Gopal or the human-

ivine Gury, which ... each of them expressed through his
or her aspirations, life and personality, isr't it?

“She said this not in her normal consciousness, nor
fluently, but in a staccato accent as though she found it diffi-
cult to speak. Her eyes had a glazed look and her face wore
arapt expression as she went on in her mystic exaltation 1
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So why do you ask me sbout my identity? What counts
19 not this outer crust or mould to which you give a name
a label Indira or this or that It is what 13 expressed
through us the Lord Divine that mamifests through us
that makes us memorable ~ Human bodies or moulds are
like the pradips (tiny earthen lamps) They may stay
for ages huddled together and no one needs them  but once
it they serve to dispel darkness and create festal :llumina

tion — deepaval: acclaimed by all  But till they serve to
manifest the light they stay ignored unheeded So it 18
with each of us ~ We dont count till we make our Lves
1nto lamps to mamfest the Lord s Light  to worship the
Glory of His Love to celebrate the Advent of His Grace

She paused again as tears made her voice quaver Then
she pulled herself together with a mighty effort and re

sumed

People say What has so-and so done 1n her Lfe-
time? Where 1s the manifestation?  But the bhakta (de-
votee) 18 not concerned with what happens during his or
her hfetime He just hves for Him A potter prepares <ome
earthern lamps and puts them away with the people hard
1y taking any notice of them He dries them in the sun

puts them in the fire breaks them into meces and
then then remoulds them They all look the same
sigmificant bits of clay But then deeparaly comes and
he picks out the pradips and lights them when lo suddenly
the whole place laughs with ight!  Similarly the Master
prepares His mstruments and uses them as He thinhs fit
Only when the human lamps are lit do they become
significant and then men realize long after the
bhaktas have departed what their achievements sigmified

what made their lives so precious for all trmes

I have quoted thig letter of mine with only one object
to stress the authenthiaty of her inspiration for only &
divine mspiration can be so inéxhaustible She has gone
on dictating song after marvellous song during the last
few years till we have already more than 600 lovely songs
1 our repertoire! — an achievement any poet in any clime
or age might well be proud of
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In conclusion I must acknowledge my deep debt to the
great Yogi Srimat Anirvan for his luminous Foreword and
to our loving friend Mohan J. Shahani for having taken
no end of trouble to bring oub the book in time as 8 birth-
day present to Indira, the Tord’s blessed agent through

. whom such exquisite songs have flowed on in such profu-
sion, attesting, as it were — in the words of my American
friend — “the overwhelming necessity to men of pure love
for the Lord.”

pite KUMAR ROY,
Indira Niloy,

Hari Krishna Mandir,
Poona §.

Panshi Purnima, 1866,
January 13, 1960.
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DEEPANIALL ¢

LOVE

Yworship thy darling Grace «
Come now with thy bounteous Day,
Revealm its light thy Face :

1 am lost when thou stayest away,

Love me if thou will or spurn,
Smile thow on me or be stera,
Fold me to thy heart or rebuke,

But make me thy servant, I pray.

T ask for no boons nar grieve,
1f pain at thy hands I receive,
T'll hold back nothing from thee
But consign my life to thy sway

To thee ¥ appeal and call
At thy feet to surrender my all
And my lose-nebriate soul

At thy lave's own aitar will lay

Come now to thy Grove of Delight,

Witk thy Dawn-flute fiusk my night,

With Beauty thy Mira eotrance :
Redeem, thou Lotus, her clay,

147
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IRRESISTIBLE

When 1 hear His Flute I run to Him,
My one Beloved Sweet,

Forgetting all—what spell He casts I—
I can no more retreat {

They wag their tongues and how they spread
Therr cruel calumnies,
And brand me as a wanton wed
To shameless fantasies §
* Tis hard to bear, yet when He sings
“ Come Mira, me to meet '
I run love mad—what spell He casts '—
I cap no more retreat !

How can the others divine my pam,
Know—how Love spreads its flame,
Till every limb 15 burnt to ashes,
A fire no deeps can tame ?
And yet when He, my Alt m all
Comes me, friend, ouce to greet,
T forget all—what spell He casts '
I can no more retreat !

For Him I've left all all I loved
My hearth and home and kin,
My father, mother husband—all
T ve L UL i Tverpiten.
Now Mira, thy cternal mad,
Will ching, Lord, to thy feet,
Forgetung her self and everything
She can no more retreat !
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PRICE OF LOVE

Hark to me, soul, I pray :
'hy must you, like the chakor, for the moon yearn mght and day ?
The One you madiy love has 2 face, indeed,
Beautiful like the moon, but datk’s His heart
You are simple  but no one whom He would lead

“nows 1f He 1 the game of love His part will come to play.

Oh, do not soul, I pray,
{fum Uke a beauty-sritten bee 10 lave's grove night and day !
The honey of the Lotus, sweet and blue,
Is priceless which no onecan ever find
On earth save he who, the Unique t0 W00,
/1l here and now his Ll and heart and mind at His feet lay

Do not, O soul, I pray,
Sourt Iike the foolish moth His deathless flame thus mght and day!
The hight round which you hover sleeplessly,
Restless with longmg, burns bures here below
Our age-long bondage and commands that we

Our all must stake to Juss His golden glow . suchis love's way

Sings Mira ¢ Hark soul, I pray
V¥ you'd attan the Great Heart-charmer and dare tread the Way,
Remember always strait 15 the path of love,
And dark 15 yearning’s mmdmght—only those
Who for the sshe of the Onc who calls above,
The Eternal Friend, are voned their alttolose win back, nthe play,

The All-in-ail, I say”
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THE WAY OF LOVE

*T1s hard on earth to {earn to love
And win to blessedness

And harder sull love to unlearn
Once one has glimpsed Thy Face

Power nor wiles can love command,
Youth's spell or splendour of pelf :

To those alone whom Thy Grace hails
Is given—to love Thy Self.

" Tis hard 1n this our dismal hife
From Thee to stay away,
And harder still to draw near Thee

In love's sweet, timate play.

Some, armed with Iight of knowledge, strive
To mvade Thy secrecy,

Some others meditate on Thy
Hoary Davinuty;

And some fare far to mountain—caves
Renouncing for aye thetr all =

But when has ever a loveless soul
Answered Thy Flute’s love—call *

Mira, Thy slave from age to age,
Will wait at Thy door for Thee

And sing and sing Thy Name 1n world-
Oblivious ecstasy.
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HE IS LOVE

All all, O friend, 1s a play of love
He yoins 10 sleeplessly

And, binding us all with His love’s chain
He dauces 1n Harmony

In love stiil sway the moon and stars
And the great sun gleams 1o love -
InJove the oceags, rolling, glass
The sky-blue Lover above

The clouds pour rain 1a love and the burd
Inlove 1n the woodland sings,

And the shy buds laugh as smiles on them
Aloft the King of kings,

In love woos Him the samt, and the sage
Is wrapt n Jove in Him .
The Yog renounces all m love

Axndn leve He comes o redeent

Love 15 the etemal [aw of hfe,
In Jove begs alms the Queen,
And Mura’s love-mad for so walls
Her Lord, the Evergreen,
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LOVE'S MINSTRELS

We home 1n His love’s own doman,
Love 15 our heart’s one refram
When for love we lose our all,
We know all all we'll attain

In love, 1n rapture, we smg,

Dunnk at Jove's pure virgin sprog,
Come joy or come deep pain,

We'd Live and die for our King

Love-mtoxicate are our cyes
Which stramn but for lose’s sunnse
We, munstrels of Brindaban,

Love His Face 1n our souls’ dream skies

We chant His one Name all day,
Constgrung our lives to His sway

And enthralied by His call we dance
When He starts His flutelet to play

We reck nor of virtue nor sin,
Knowledge nor wisdom serene,

We hymn but His beauty and thrll
In His Iaughter's hits evergreen

Sings Mura  “ We are love-mad, friend
On love alone we depend
Like love-lorn moths, :n His Flame

Of love we will merge 1n the end ™
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THE PLAY

Mira, thy stave from 25¢ to age,
Lotd, laughs, amused, to see
The world’s strange Ways and how fools think

They are Wises everlastingly !

How masked thou playest, Beloved mine,
1n liits none ever cant dvine !
Our birth and death still come Itk morn and 1€
Thisworld 152 way-side 102 and yet we cleave
To ephemeras we call our own and claum s¢ losuly

How rich and great we are { this Mira laughs, amused, to see

Oh what1s thus thy fathomless plavs

Our one Boon et by might and day'

We all are paupers here below and yet

To be cavght 12 ttus thy maya’s subtle net '
All are thy gifts, still »¢ forget all all weo®e 1o thee !

“How strange 18 0BT remissness* +__Mura Taughs, amused, to see!

From beggars © Lngs, mpaind all wail,

Sull thy angel Grace men wilt not hait!
Andthey catl me mad when to these dupes [ty .

s« The world wathout Him s & phantom, a L,

So chant His all redeeming Name—tone can fulfilsaie He,

All a1l but the Lord 18 ¥3® _gungs Mirs laughing. o eestasy
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CALL CALL ONCE

Call call once to Him, our peerless Lord,
And He, 1n Grace, will come—He will :
Cry cry to Him with your soul on fire
And His apswer of flame shall meet your appeal

When a mere chance whisper of Hrs Name
Shall make your eyes with tears agleam ,

A bud’s shy smule, a star’s blue glance
Shall everyume remind you of Him ;

But one thought shall indwell your mund

« When will He unbend my Iife to bless ?’
And you will ask 1n sleepless pain &

 When will He to me unveil His face ?°

Then then will He claim you as His own,

When He’s your own — you shall come to feel ;
Cry cry to Him with your soul on fire,

And His answer of flame shall meet your appes’

Call call to Him once, our peerless Lord,
And He, n grace, will come—He will
Implore Him in love and then how He
In love responds—He, too, will reveal

But first your love must here and now
Wean you from all you ching to still
Yourlove's impenous waves must all

Your paltenngs, fears and prudence repeal §
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Your every pore 1nog with His name,
Your tongue His marvellous glory sing

And every breath in anguish sigh
«Oh when wili He come, MY heart’s one King? "™

You kindle the blaze of love and He
Will appease 1ts burning thurst—He will
Cry cry to Hm with your soul on fire

And His answer of flame shall meet your appeal

Call call once to ¥um, our peerless Lord,
And He, n Grace, will come—He will
You learn to love and He 1 love,

Will come your destiny to fulfil

In love delinous sing but once
« Oh thou must letme view thy face ™
Sing  “Oh Beloved, 1 ache for thee '
Ravish me with thy loveliness

« | have none but thee to urn o now,

So be thou must MY gude and stay
Make me thy very own tn Grace,

And abide with me, Lord, night and day

Thy slave from turth to pirth tho must
Now teach to bow down to thy will
O Miral Hess she soutof ruth,

So sing and $I0S Hlis pame, athrill
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THE CONDITION

Were the Day of days to return, my friend,
Were the Day of days to return,

When to Mira He would play His Flute
Again—Oh how I yearn

For that Day, now no more, when in
Brnndaban His darling voice
Would make the Jumna dance and purl
And Yashoda rejoice,
‘When His blue Grace would come to thnll
All starvelings 10 pain

And His delight Like blue clouds bless

Parched earth athurst for ramn !

Were that Day, fniend to return { the Day
That s now but a memory ),
When He would come by beauty crowned,
And with His melody,
A magic fire, would set aflame
All frozen hearts on carth,
Then, here and now, 1n all anew
Duvine Love would take birth
Sorrow nor rue would then survive
Nor dismal sin prevail
And the nectar of His bliss rained by
His love’s sky all would hait
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Yea, such a day would come once more
If Mira could but sing,
Even as a storm-fanned blaze of love,

Of Him, our souls’ one King,

If she would, world-oblivious,
To Him, in tears, but pray
And call ; « Come O my All-in All
Beloved, and come to stay 12l

If only so, in 2 passion of love,
To Him, 1 could appeal :

He would return to me and play
His Flute me to fulfil

LOVE IS NO PLAY

Friend, love is no mere play 3 1t i8
A mancllous mystery 1

None can foretell how the Lord will weigh
And clect His devotece

Love ts no pastme but & response
To Fire's decp carnval.

Love's kot sings & 7 Thou, thov »—immolated
In its flamsns call.
Who knom—-whl:h heary will be sct ablazre
By love’s awn spark’s decrse T

YTrnend, love {s no MeTS
A manelloss Fystery 1

play @ it s
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The Ling is wrapt up in his kingdom,
Wealth and glory's dream,

In wisdom live the wise, and live
His devotees in Him,

Who can predict—whose souls He will
Indwell everlastingly ?

Friend, love is no mere play ¢ itis

A marvelions mystery.

Strait is the path of love where pilgrims
Stumble again and again

Men come alone and leave alone
And none can them sustain.

But they are called who stake their zll
His very own to be :

Friend, love 1s no mere play : it is

A marvellous mystery.

Strange are Jove's ways : no merit or strength
Can cver attain its grace :

*Tis won by those in whom He'is pleased,
But they know blessedness,

Mira, the slave of thy slaves, Lord,
Implores love’s boon of thee.

Friend, love is no mere play ¢ 1t is

A marvellous mystery.
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THE REMINDER

O heartless burd ! why must thou fimg my soul 1 agony?

Sing thou no more of my Lord, O my cruel enemy!

11l starred am 1 to have to stay
Sundered from Krishna mght and day !
In sleepless vigil, my twin €yes
Have turned to stones 11 despond cries

My every atom * “When, Oh when will He retwent tome?"’

Tormentor ! when thou sigst His name,
Thou setst my body and soul aflame '
Why wouldst thou me of Him remimnd,
Whom 1 still seek but cancot find ?

Hush, hush papiha, ‘make no more my heart heave restlessly,

When to Him, 1 love, thou dost appeals
All 1 forget in my love’s thnll

1 feel then as though everytuas

Heralds the advent of my King

And vamshes the world 1 @Y enthralling ecstasy '

The Onc whose glory thot wouldst ke
My every pore dothl His Name spill
From age to age, 19 nfe and death,

I Ine and sing, 10 &7 preath,

For Him who 13 1Y one Beloveds everlasungly !
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THE APPRAISER

They say : you love your devotees

And tenderly with them would play
And so, Lord, I have come to test

If ’us true : alf that they say.

Y've heard : the heipiess you befrend @
But who needs your help more thanI 7
They sing : the fallen your Grace redeems 2
But who ever fell hke me to cry ?

Is not my cvery pore replete
With deep transgressions, Master mine
I know I am impure and flawed .

But you are staigless and divine

And so, once and for all, to be
Purged of my darkness from afar
I have come, Lord, to venfy
If you're the Light they claim you are.

The saints soar to your viewless zones

On wings of knowledge, the stalwarts strait
To woo you through austerities,

The strong by dint of strength attan
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Merits nor courage, alas, are mine,
Nor dowered am I with the dauntless will,
IXknow not meditation’s art, !

My wisdom®s heritage is nil.

I took heart, Lord, for T was told :
The derclict you do sustain
And so I'm come to test if your

Sun-bliss can quell our Night of pain.

Nor doom your Mira for her faults
But answer her love's lone appeal :
In Lfc and death with her abide,

In ruth, her destiny to fulfil.

To one who has none to call hef own
How can you ever deny your Grace 1
T'll stand and wait, Lord, at your door

Till you unveil tome your Face-

1 have staked mY ail, Beloved mines

Yor yout Jove's sabe ® my dic 15 cast

Andsoto see—if you are all

They pmmulplt“‘"“ come at last.

9 tt
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DEPENDENT

Leaving Brindaban, Beloved, whither wouldst thou wen

Qur cruel, crue! Friend !

But even if thou wilt depart,
Thou shalt not go  with all our art
Of Jove and tears we’ll hold thy feet
And, barnng thy way, thee entreat
“Leaving our Brindaban bereaved desert us not, O Frie
On whom our lives depend !

The cows graze not, they stand dazed, still,
No peacocks dance, nor cuckoos tnll,
The Jumna's blue waves moan and moan
And the boughs all sigh 1z monotone

“O Evergreen ' O soul's spnngtide ! say
whither wouldst thou W

Our one and only Friead '™

O Light unique of Mira's eyes,
Her crowning dream, her hope's sunnise,
Her peace of mimnd, her heart’s own breath,
Her Gleamung Goal, 1n life and death |
Leaving us desolate, O Truant, whither wouldst thou ®¢f
Our one and only Friend ?

Thou shalt not escape  like the wind

And cloud we'll hover round thee Friend !
And hke thy shadow chase thee, Sweet !
And spread Itke dust beneath thy feet,

Keep faith thou must with us, thy maids, who will
Lord to the efl

On thee alone depend
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THE CALL

-
Haik, hark, friend, to His flute!
Oh how He plays 1t hauntingly !
On the Jumna's bank, Oh hark

to His enthralling melody !

How his anklets ning and nng as dances He, our Evergreen,
And improvises on love’s theme—nviolate, serene !

We will to Him to appease our eyes” thirst everlastingly

On the Jumna’s bank, Oh hark

to His enthralling melody ! .

Crowned with plumes of peacock and blooms,

a lightming vision of gold,
How loveantoxicate He siags and glagces, friend, behold!
How with His maids m Ras He whirls n a radiant barmony,
On the Jun’nna‘s bank, Oh hark

to His enthralling melody !

O Som of Gleam and Grace and Bhss!
O Heaven's last muracle
Of Etermity 1ncarnate 1n fral flesh 1 O Beautiful!
We wall leave all and answer thy call at thy feet havened to be

On the Jumna's banks Oh hark
to Hus enthralling melody
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CAPTIVE

Be pitiless as thou may, my Lord,
never will I be weaned from thee
Harden as thou may thy heart—thou shalt

not turn away thy face from me

After setting my heart aflame
thou may’st, indeed, my love declne,
Nor answer when I'll call and call =

“Lord, make me thime, for ever thine !"—

Sull this my soul shall stay thy throne,
Inviolate through eternity.
Be pitiless as thou may, my Lord,

never will I be weaned from thee

Finding me flawed and maimed thou may'st
thy lotus-heart turn into stone
And branding me as fallen outcast

my self from thy dominion

But how wilt thou stay deaf when I
will hike a child ery desolately?
Be pitiless as thou may, my Lord,

never will I be weaned from thee.
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Pain or bliss—whatever thou wlt

ordain for me, O Master Tune,
At thy door I will for ever stand,

a supphiant of thy Grace dwvme

When I will cling to thee Oh how
wilt thou disown me ruthlessly?

Be pitiless as thou may, my Lord,

never will 1 be weaned from thee

1 have no fear, for if I am

a sinner, art thou not come to redeem?

And can they cver miss the Goal,

who only of thee pray and dream?

1*1l make thee, with my chans of love,

my prisoncr everhastingly
Be piuiless 3% thou may, ™Y Lord,

acverwilt] e wean~d from thee



-
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POINTLESS

The ramns have come, friend, once again *
But clouds no more delight me now !
Nor can T answer as of old
When shies on high their conches blow !

Hark to the music of the wind !
In the woodland peacocks dance, behold !
The lightnungs laugh * Jo, Nature unbends
Her youth’s deep secrets to unfold

But my soul, alas, thnlls not to the world,
» Nor murrors lightnings® golden glow 3

To me all all seems vain—when Shyam,
My Love, tahes not my healt in tow '

Koels may sing or floners bloom

And a mynad boughs 1 rapture sway,
The earth may flaunt her scarf of green

And the Jumna her blithe waves display,

Glad leaves, 1o chorus, may applaud
And a festival of songs outflow

But to me all all seems yain—when Shyam,
My Love, takes not my heart 1o tow '

B ue clouds in beauty bless the world,
And fragrance 1s abroad, my frend '
But still my ¢jes athirst for Him
Ramn mvers of tears that neser cad

And Mua smgs  *“How can I joy
With joy respond ? I do not know

For to me all all 1s vain—when Shyam
My Love, takes not my heart iz tow

e
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BLISS

Whose marvellous Presence fills my heart ?
Friend, who 1§ come to me ?

Whose joy pervades our Brndaban ?
Oh, tell me who 15 He? N

The ram-clouds sway mtoxicate,
The dream winds afe athmil !
Bhthe peacocks m full plumage dance,
Blue birds n rapture trll ¢
And who blows, 1o, the lightning conches
Aloft 1n ecstasy 7
Say, who 18 come to me T

Friend, Nature wears a brdal robe,
Behold all all1s green '

The woodland 15 festooned with sprays
And streams purl 10 between 1
Whose Advent celebrates our carth,

Arrayed respl:ndcntly ?
Say, who 15 come to me 7

Now Mira, world-oblivious,
But sIngs and sIngS and stngs
For® tis Be calls, my Evergreet,
My Swaid, the Kung of hings 1
» Tss He who spills aliwhcre His bliss
'n\xough His Lo+ ¢'s mnstrelsy
My Belot «d's come to me 1
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THE REDEEMER

Thou art our last Redeemer, Lord !
How can I ever doubt thy Grace ?
Still this my truant mind forgets

Thy deep, absolving tenderness !

Thou are the derelict’s one Friend,
Compassion”s soul, who comst to bless;
Thy devotee’s heart is thy home
Thou lightest with thy loveliness.

But how can T who have no Jove
Belong to thee and on thec wait ?
How dare I, so impure and flawed,

Aspire to thee, Immaculate !

Thou Jovest all who cling to thee
How can T ever doubt thy Grace ?
Still this my truant mind forgets

Thy deep, absolving tendemess.
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“Thou dost serve all who turn to thee
Who ever has called for thee 12 vam ?
Thou canst, Lord, stay away from none

‘Who, way-lost, cry for thee 1a pain

When shall, at a mention of thy Name,
My eyes ramn tears of ecstasy ?
And thy fire burn away my self’s

Cravings and dark disharmany 7

1 know thou answerest when called,
How can 1 ever doubt thy Grace M
Sl this my truant heart forgets

Thy deep, absolving tendernesse

il 1 be purged from my Jast pnde
May I not hope to attam to thee ”
1f 1 be helpless dim and soiled

Thou wilt not asylum give to me 2

Sings Mir2 « po as thou will—1
Must at thy door stay standing, Sneet!
And sit m¥ chenished oorngs Ieave

Tobe havened &t thy lotus-feet. ™
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VIGILANCE )

Soul, may you ever dwell on His unt‘alhomab!e Gmce

And forgetting all you missed recall His boons in grachulness.

How often have you lived in flawless joy from dawn 'to night,

Smiled on by hope’s sweet blooms on love’s
"*own' boughs adance in light !

How often have friends’ sympathy and good will come your way !
And kins and comrades played with you day after festal day!

Remember : all all you have won was vouchsafed by His Grace :

So, forgetting all you missed recall His boons in gratefulness.

He is compassion’s Fount, the Giver of all in Life we scek

Nor asks His Love for a return—tis marvellous, unique !

All-beautiful, Heart~charmer, the One Gleam in our global gloom
He 1s Gopal the merciful : Brindaban is His Home.

Remember : the fallen and stricken He does ever redeem and bless

So, forgettung all you missed recall His boons in gratefulness.

Ask yourself: “Whither am I bound, and and why didI take birth?

What come I to attain and what have I achieved on carth 7

“Dally no more,” sings Mira, “be pledged to your love’s one Goal
Discard vord shells and fill yoﬁr heart
with His Name’s pearls, my Soul !

And keep your vigil : momently night's shadows fall apace :
\50. forgetting all you missed recall His boons in gratefulness.
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GURI’S GRACE

Soul, at the Guru’s door now stand
and greet um as thy King
And ever if erumble the threeworlds

to His feet thou sttt cling

A peerless Guru has smiled on thee -
tive thou m blessed bliss
On the way to thy last victory

may never the Goal thow miss

A truce to dalhance * With His Name's
pearl-music fill thy heart
This Iife 15 precious  may thou not

hence unfulfifled depart,

Who dare surpass thy Gura s Grace
that sows 11 thy core love's light

And pilots home thy fragile bark
1 the stormenid déeps at mght ?

Nor may thon stay astecp whea thy
Beloved comes 0 thee
Swps N “Gne all all to the Guru

and of thy chains break free®
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At the Guru’s feet the Holy of holies
dwells—T came to see
1, Mara, His slave from age to age,

His own everlastingly

Anchontes meditate on Him
the wise Him m wisdom find
The strong seek through austenties

and thinkers probe with mund

The love mad Mira seeks the One
whose flute calls hauntingly
To her, His slave from age to age

His own everlastingly

I 'sought allwhere my Love m yain
but never once ghmpsed His Grace
Unul my Gurn smiled on me

and then 1 saw His face

Aye, then my aconed shacles fell
when my Guru came to free
Mira His slave from age 1o age

Ihs own everlasupgly

173
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GURU'S ASYLUM
Seeking asylum at thy feet,
I come, O Guru, to thee ;

T, Mura thy slave from age to age,

thine own, everlastingly.

How can I sing thy praises ? Oh,
how can I thee adore 7
Had I a mulion tongues, I would

still hymn thee evermore.

‘Thou comst to redeem and I—a helpless
maid—can only cry @
I, Mira thy slave from 2ge to age,

thine own, everlastingly,

Tye roamed the woods m quest of Him,
explored the temples in vain
Tl 1 saw * without the Guru's Grace

None can the Lord attain
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At the Guru’s fect the Holy of holies'
dwells—TI came to see *
1, Mira, His slave from age to age,

His own, everlastingly

Anchentes meditate on Him
the wise Hum 1 wisdom find @
The strong seek through austerities

and thinkers probe with mind

The Iove-mad Mira seeks the One
whose flute calls hauntingly
To her, His slave from age to age,

His own, everlastingly.

I'soupht aflwhere my Love in vam
but never once ghmpsed His Grace
Unu! my Guru smiled on me

and then I'saw His face

Aje, then my aconed shackles fell
when my Gurw came to free
Mira, His slave from age to age,

His owm, everlastingly

173
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THE BEDLAM

The world's gone mad, the nights are dark
and days are deaf with din !
The more I ponder, the more Isee

'tis a bedlam we dwell in ¢

Behold: some madly scramble
staking all they have for pelf, .
For whose dear sake they'd forfeit peace

of mind and light of self.

Anon they must Jeave all, yet they
are frantic more to win :
The world’s gone mad, the nights are dark

and days are deaf with din !

Others go chasing beauty, addicts
of youth’s heady wine,
Its hue and bloom fade swiftly.

then hife’s zest too must decline,

Springtide is brief, they know, and yet
they acclaim: @ *Tis evergreen !
The world’s gone mad, the nights are dark

and days are deaf with din!
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And some, mad after knowledge, read
and rcad till they go blind,

Unknowing that true knowledge lights
but on the love-ist mind,

And wisdom’s vision dawns when we
confess 1 We have not seen ™',

The world's gone mad, the nights are dark
and days are deaf with din !

Lunatic world hunts after still
a phantom happiness,

But save ot the Haven of His feet
who ever attained to Bliss ?

And where could one find rest save
His Love's diving demesne ?

The world's gone mad, the nights are dark
and days are deaf with dm ¢

s devotees are mad no less,
with love mebriate,
Dunking 1ts nectar momently

thus fool world they forget,

Seeks Mira the one intoxication
whence none shall her weaa ¢

The worlds gone mad, the aights are dark
and days are deal with din |
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THE DERELICT

Tn Brindaban, who sings, hark, n an ecstasy of pam *

“May 1o one ever love in life, may none love Him agam I”

She goes on swaying, recling, even as a stricken soul,
Her anklets echoing the wail of ane who has lost her all
Her matted locks fly 1n the wind, her eyes ram tears, bebold !

Sbecnes  “ May none Hun love—t entails suffernngs untold ™

At gloaming she implores the sun - “Q tarry awhile, I pray '
For my Evergreen will come before walts the blue flower of day "

And the moon she supplicates .
«¥de not thy face 1 clouds, oh, stay !
For on the Jumna's bank my Swain wall come His flute 10 play "

Now cvery bough she questions, as she runs from grove to S10\¢
Ang every leaf and bloom asks for the tidings of her Love
She adjures the gossamers and stars = ““Oh tell me, wherets He,

My one Beloved of whom I sing everlasunglv 2

Say what 1s this deep Fure, friend, that consumes all all oné loves
And tumns one 1nfo a derelict 7 Behold how she still ro+e$

Allwhere to God Hum, '— the wha ance -
was Mira, the Queen, and

. u
A mendicant 1n His Name—but hark | there He calls 0 1
My darling from age to age ! My troth I come to plight t© thee

So she sings on His Name 10 world-oblivious ecstasy !
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SUPFPLIANT
Thou art hard-hearted—~this how can I say,

‘When I've recesved, Lord, thy Grace, day by day 7

My chitdhood I have passed

In pleasures that could not last,

When the sky above was biue,

1 forgot thee to woo:

And now pan'’s elouds have quenched thy golden Ray.

R

The world, 1 joy, T hailed,

But to welcome thee I failed,

In my httle self’s deep spare
I am held—I cannot bear

And yet 1 cannot castit now away,

T'mlost all all that's mine

To thes Lord T consign,

1 long for thee alone,
Oh make me now thine own @
Nor leave me, thy tast refuge, Lord, T pray.
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HOW LONG ?

How long wilt thou, Lord, stay withdrawn from me
And make me cry in pain ?

How long shall I, straining my cyes for thee,
Waitn a gl vamn ?

Oh, how long shall my eyes® thirst sleeplessly
Unslaked, alas, remain ?

How long shall I my futile garlands weave,
My candles remain hight ?

How long wilt thou decline, Lord, to receive
With thy dawn’s smuie my might ?

My pride I fail to erase and so still grieve
In this my desolate phght ,

Nor can I from my moornngs break away
Although I long to be free

Ts that why thou, my soul's one gwde and stay,
Wouldst everlastingly

Disclaim me now ? If so, what can I say
1If thou wilt not even see—

How derelict my spark still pines on carth
For thee, my heart’s Sunglow,

For whom I have forsworn my home and hearth 7
All knowing ! dost thou not know

That I'll seck none but thee from birth to birth
Tl thou take me 1n tow ?
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KALI AND KRISHNA

O Mother mne ! come thou but once
to me 1n thine entrancing Grace *

I'll call to thee and cling to thy feet,

thou answer 1 love's deep tenderness

1 Lnow not 1f thou dost redeem
Our sms wth thy all absolving Gleam,
1 only pray : *Lean thou to me

as my own mother — unvel thy Face LAS

O Mother mmme ' come thou to me
but once in thine cntr2nciog Grace

11 call to thee and ching to thy feet,

thou answer tn Jove’s deep tenderness

1 know not 1f thou art the one

Mother of alt, the 1ight of sun3

« §mile thou on Me

1 only pray
1th her child plays £

and play as 3 mother W
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O Mother mine! come thou but once
to me 1n thine entrancing Grace
"l call to thee and ching to thy feet,

thou answer 1n love's deep tenderness

Spra if thou will the three worlds, shine
With star-coronas hyaline ;
I only pray ¢ Dwell thon in my heart

as a mother of marvel lovelness ***

O Mother mine ' come thou but once
1o me in thine entrancing Grace,
T’ll call to thee and cling to thy fest,

thou answer in lave’s deep tenderness

Cries Mira O Motber, accept thou me
As Gopal's own maid everlastingly *
And Ipray “Come now as Shyam and call

me with thy Flute notes® deep caress”’
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RAIN-CLOUDS

Blue Monsoon clouds, take me 1 thy sky-vast sweep
To the city where Gopal dwells.

My longing eyes shall then, untrammelled, weep
With thee, Love's flooding wells

Whether on Gohul's lonely wandening road
Or on blue Yamuna's shore,

We'll shower 1n love’s appeal our rampearl’s load
On the One whom the worlds adore,

Who 1n Brndavan sports, 1a gold array,
Calling with the Flute of Love
And, gmsed as Nanda's son, has come to play

Soul's Iifas from above

We'll speak no word, nor ask for boons that pale,
But weep and weep, light-yearntng

1le, earth’s Beloved Guest whom all hearts hatl,
Shall know our paw's deeP burmng,

For He's our soulb one Lord  Come let us blend
With the Yamuna's Wavess and kiss

His lotus-fect when to out shores He'll wend
Revealing His fadeless Bliss

Compassionate yiolet cloudss pear me, T€rYs
Tut once 10 thy piignm dnft
So I may drown 10 s Vision's ecstasy,
s last Gt

His peerless Love
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VIGIL

Soul's flame, burz on unceasiagly
From deep midaught till morn,

T've heard, my Love will come to my home
Tonight tn Grace unborn

Reclaim my atoms to theiblaze,
Retume my lamp of dream,
Enkindle my heart’s blood to setve
As fuel for (h3 white gleam.

Fair moon, hide not thy face in clouds:
My Beloved will come tomght,
I've heard, to dance on Jumna’s banks

Whosc waves sing hymns of Light

Oh, make my heart such restless waves
Athurst for his Advent’s bliss,

‘When circling round Him 1n delight
His feet I'll hail and kiss

Sleep not, O Mira, this blessed night
Throw wrde thy temple doors

Await with famished eyes His Sun
Burning thy darkling shores

He'll come to thy garden tomight, I've heard,
Quenchiag thy thirst forever,

May He not fiod thy heart’s shnae closed
And frara thee His Trath sever

Sing sing His Name throughout the mght
Until the golden morn

Soul's lamp, flame on unspanng!y
Salute His Grace unborn="
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ANXIOUS

May this come nerver to pass, I pray,
S
That today flow gulouchcd by thee,
Like all the starless past, O may

Thy Vision loom and make me free !

Where have thy flowering pledges flovn
That thou wouldst play the rose-flute songs
I I turned to thee, make me thine own

And rescue me from Night's discord throngs !

Yet deep’s my fear that thou shalt com?
Flashing thy Flutelet's marvel Ray
To my spit by carth’s din growa dumb,

May this come never 1o pass: I pray

Thou sudst thon wast my soul s lonc un
Father, Motbet nor mate was my own
But Maya's nets grow dense and spia

A snare of gnef with Thee unknown.
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VIGIL

Soul’s flame, burn on unceasingly
From deep midmight i morn,

T've heard, my Love will come to my home
Tomght 10 Grace unborn,

Reclaim my atoms to lhu‘b]aze.
Relume my lamp of dream,
Enkindle my heart’s blood to serve

As fuel for thg white gleam,

Fair moon, hide not thy face in clouds:
My Beloved will come tomght,

T've heard, to dance on Yumna's banks
Whose waves sing hymns of Light

Oh, make my heart such restless waves
Athirst for his Advent’s bliss,

When circling round Him 1 delight
His feet I'll hail and kass

Sleep not, O Mira, this blessed might
Throw wide thy temple doors -

Await with famushed eyes His Sun
Burning thy darkling shores

He'll come to thy garden tonght, I've heard,
Quenching thy thurst forever,

May He not find thy heart’s shrine closed
And Trom fhectius T rofn sever.

Sing, sing His Name throughout the night
Until the golden morn

Soul's lamp, flame on unspanngly
Salute His Grace unborn?



DEEPANJALT 183

ANXIOUS

May this come never to pass, I pray,
o
That today flow ‘,g}:touched by thee,
Like all the starless past, O may

Thy Vision loom and make me free !

‘Where have thy flowening pledges Bown
That thou wouldst play th¥'rose flute songs
I T turned to thee, make me thine own

And rescue me from Night’s discord throngs

Yet deep’s my fear that thou shalt come
Flashing thy Flutelet’s marvel Ray
To my spinit by earth’s din grown dumb,

May this come never o pass, [ pray

Thou saidst thou wast my soul s lone kin
Father, Mother, nor mate %as my own
But Maya’s nets grow dense and spin

A snare of grel with Thee unkmown
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I fear I'll get enmeshed in the web
Of attachments hailing might as dawn,
Forgetting thy dear flute’s rice and ebb,
In the world's deep dusk, a helpless pawn,
Outcast from thine own Splendout’s play «

May this come never to pass, I pray

‘Thou saidst thou wast my one Gopal,
The tender munstrel of Brindaban,
But now I'm told Thou art All-in-all,

Before whom trembling suns grow wan

Who, whirlng the stars from thy Love's traoces
Overbroodest all, yet dwellest 1n all
Tfear lest 1n thy great world-dance

Thou bypass my heart's derehct call
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THE. ONE BELOVED

To whose court shall I wend, on lus love to depend
O mother, none ever this hife shall own

But He whom they call the Darling of all
My Beloved Supreme 15 Shyam alone !

At the journey's end who comes to befnend,
At eve, when the sea and shore depart 7

There none shall abide, mn my love to confide
Save He who relumes the lamp of my heart
In the holy of holics, I fashioned a throne,
In my heart for my Darling, Shyam alone

Through mght's deepeming pain 1 wandered 1n vain
Mid a palacc of gleam and ghttering hall

Till the spark that was born 1n love’s shy morn
Now burst into flame consuming my ajl
In the world, O Mother, all joy is a loan *
Only abides my Shyam alone

No pelf but His Name, my song and the aim
Of my rosary wings, T still recall
From age to age on each evergreen page
I shall write the sweet Name of my Nandalal
Yen, the sound of the flute and the sea-conch blown,
In my heart rings heralding Skyam slonc

O deck me 10 bangles of ly and lake
In the ti/ak of Name, my thirst He will slake
‘With His love’s own collyrum kissing my eyes
T'Jl dance 1n dawn anklets to His sunrise,
Sings Mirm ¢ O Mother, have I not known
The Joy Everlasting, Shyam alonc 7%
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GRATITUDE

Lord, whether 1n joy or pain let this
My prayer unceasing be

Hovwever my hife ordaiest thou,
Grant I forget not thee

How oft a cloud from thy blue Grace
Over my hife’s lone bower

Has hovered nectar to dispense
To every thusting flower ,

And koels on blithe boughs daly crowned
The dawn’s deep throated cry

If springtide sings no longer, Friend,
Who shall her song deny ?

Unstintingly thou gav'st to me—
AsoftdidI 1 vain

Forget. Yet never thy Grace reproved
But only blessed again

And Iifted up my frad, little boat
From shoals of dark desparr

So 1f, love’s sauls, thou unfurl no more
Stll, Friend, to thee I'll fare !

If 10 the arbour of fond hope
My exery bloom lies nan
And every breeze blows but n pa,
A fiery harmattan,
If dash a million darkling waves
My frai hfe’s shorcto rend —
Strll Mura sings thy name alone
O Everlasting Friend !
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THE PAUPER

O thou, ereator of the worlds sustaining evermore
“The poor, the derehet 1o thee, for refuge, 1 1mplore

“The wise who plumb the darkling vast of seif, thee to attam ,
Ascetics grim, august who trek the starless path of pamn ,

The anchorite who, wanderng far, yet holds thee fast within ,
The devotee who chants thy Name, dissevered from mortal sin,
The Yogt m rapt, silent calm through long austenty

All, all aspire, O Lord, to merge 1n thy reclainung sea

ButI who come unheralded, a woman flawed and frail
To thee who ownest the triple worlds how shall my love avail 7
No mertt have [ nor knowledge claim , I know no discipline
Nor even bow to worship, Lord, only I consign
In hft and death my wtter helplessness to thee alone ,
Beloved, come 1 might’s deep pamn -

Ypray “ Make me thine own™

Forthy twin eyes delight the dewy cve rclumes each star

And faves thy lotus petalled lids with moon-beams from afar
With thine one sun smile all pervading heaven aad earth entwine,
And nvulets run through wooded groves m a rapture hyaline
For thee alone the wingéd seraphs 1n heaven thy glory hyma

And all that1s by Grace, outgleams thy muracle beauty to ima

Mira alone, Friend wends to thee
with panght but the frmlest bloom

Of love that longs eternally for thy Compassion’s home
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BHAVAN’S J11RD2DV
Tan wmfﬂ":sm:m:mc:uau:m
Immortals of the Bhagsat
( Six famous Bhagavat Stories 1nt verse with S Ramkmns|
parables L. N Agarwal, Hospital Road, Agm )
Eyes of Light—(Pocms and translations Forewor
Dr K R. Sumvas Iyengar Sn Aurobindo Ashram Pandic

Upward Spiral—( Mystic novel of about 600 pages

Bombay ) Rs
Dip humar's GOLDEN BOOK—{ Presented to hu
his friends on his sixtieth birthday anmversary fat New E
Theatre  Calcutta in 1957 Contamng Dilep Kumar®
Indsra Devi s photographs and numerous articles and Jetre
celebrities admurers and others like Mahatma Gandin  Rabi
nath Tagore Romais Rolland Aldous Huxley S
Radhakrishnan Sir C P Ramaswami Ajyar, Pandit N
His Holincss Swam: Ramdas, His Holiness T L Vas
Profcssor Sharma Professor Iyengar etc  Dilip Kumars
articles on Bertrand Russell and Swam; Ramdas A m
of Bengah arucles and letters of appraisement by Iiterary
of Bengal Indian Asscciated Publishers 93 Harnison 1
Calcutta 7) ¥

INDIRA DEVES
{ written 1n collaboration with Dilip humar)

Shrutamah—{ 136 songs with his translations 1n Et
and Bengali  With Mirabar s parables S Aurobindo Ast
Pondicherry  {Out of priat)

Premanjahi—( 95 songs with Dilip Kumar's translation
Bengal snd English, Mira's messages and parables and
Rumar s and Indira Devi s photographs M C, Sarcar &1
14 Bankim Chatteryt Street Calcurta-12)

Sudhanjali—( 185 songs with trinstauons i English
Dzhpkumaro“é songsand22 Englisk poems by Indiral

d b G h Kaviray of Bn
and pictures of Dilip Kumar and Indwa Devi M J Shal
Allies Book Stall Deccan Gymkhana, Poona— ) Rs

Deepanjali—{ 167 songs with translations m Englsh by 1

_J¥ymar, Richard Miiler and Don Taxay Foreword by St

@x}&an and ictures ) Rs .
CAIADT LDICLINL ACTIDARA Toito. mirae Panna§




